Shri Durga Saptashati - Chapter 8
Raktabija-Vadha: The Slaying of Raktabija

Dhyanam (Meditation)
Om arunam karuna-tarangitaksim dhrta-pasankusa-bana-capa-hastam |
animadibhir-avrtam mayikhai- raham-ityeva vibhavaye bhavanim [ |

The Rishi Speaks
"Om" Rsir-uvaca || 1 ||

Cande ca nihate daitye munde ca vinipatite |
bahulesu ca sanyesu ksayitesv-asuresvarah || 2 | |

Tatah kopa-paradhina-cetah Sumbhah pratapavan |
udyogam sarva-sainyanam daityanam-adidesa ha || 3 | |

Adya sarva-balair-daityah sad-asitir-udayudhah |
kambinam catur-asitir-niryantu svabalair-vrtah || 4 | |

Koti-viryani paficasad-asuranam kulani vai |
$atam kulani dhaumranam nirgacchantu mamajiaya || 5 | |

Kalaka daurhrda mauryah kalakeyas-tathasurah |
yuddhaya sajja niryantu ajfiaya tvarita mama || 6 | |

Ity-ajfiapya-surapatih Sumbho bhairava-$asanah |
nirjagama maha-sainya-sahasrair-bahubhir-vrtah || 7 | |

Ayantam candika drstva tat-sainyam-atibhisanam |
jya-svanaih plrayamasa dharani-gagana-ntaram || 8 | |

Tatah simho mahanadam-ativa krtavan nrp |
ghanta-svanena tan-nadam-ambika copa-brmhayat || 9 | |

Dhanur-jya-simha-ghantanam nada-pdarita-dinmukha |
ninadair-bhisanaih kali jigye vistarita-nana | | 10 | |

Tam ninadam-upasrutya daitya-sainyais-catur-disam |
devi simhas-tatha kali sarosaih parivaritah || 11 ||

Appearance of the Matrikas (The Divine Mothers)

Etasmin-nantare bhipa vinasaya sura-dvisam |
bhavaya-mara-simhaname-ativirya-balanvitah || 12 | |

Brahmesa-guha-visninam tathendrasya ca saktayah |
Sarirebhyo viniskramya tad-ripais-candikam yayuh || 13 ||



Yasya devasya yad-riipam yatha-bhisana-vahanam |
tadvad-eva hi tac-chaktir-asuran yoddhum-ayayau || 14 | |

Hamsa-yukta-vimanagre saksa-sttra-kamandaluh |
ayata brahmanah $aktir-brahmant sa-bhidhiyate || 15 | |

Mahesvari vrsaradha tristla-vara-dharini |
mahahi-valaya prapta candra-rekha-vibhisana || 16 | |

Kaumart $akti-hasta ca mayira-vara-vahana |
yoddhum-abhyayayau daityan-ambika guha-rapint || 17 | |

Tathaiva vaisnavi $aktir-garudo-pari samsthita |
$ankha-cakra-gada-sarnga-khadga-hastabhy-upayayau || 18 | |

Yajfia-varaham-atulam rlpam ya bibhrato hareh |
Saktih sapyayayau tatra varahim bibhrati tanum || 19 | |

Narasimhi nrsimhasya bibhrati sadrsam vapuh |
prapta tatra sataksepa-ksipta-naksatra-samhatih || 20 | |

Vajra-hasta tathaivaindri gajarajo-pari sthita |
prapta sahasra-nayana yatha Sakras-tathaivasa || 21 ||

Tatah parivrtas-tabhir-i$ano deva-$aktibhih |
hanyantam-asurah sighram mama pritya-'ha candikam || 22 | |

Tato devi-$arirattu viniskranta-tibhisana |
candika-saktir-atyugra siva-sata-ninadini | | 23 | |

Sa caha dhimra-jatilam-1$anam-aparajita |
data tvam gaccha bhagavan parsvam sumbha-niSumbhayoh || 24 | |

Brihi Sumbham niSumbham ca danava-vati-garvitau |
ye canye danavas-tatra yuddhaya samupasthitah || 25 | |

Trailokyam-indro labhatam devah santu havir-bhujah |
ylyam prayata patalam yadi jivitum-icchatha || 26 ||

Balavalepad-atha ced-bhavanto yuddha-kanksinah |
tada-gacchata trpyantu mac-chivah pisitena vah || 27 | |

Yato niyukto dautyena taya devya $ivah svayam |
Sivaddtiti loke-'smims-tatah sa khyatim-agata || 28 | |

Te-'pi $rutva vaco devyah sarvakhyatam mahasurah |
amarsa-pdrita jagmur-yatra katyayani sthita || 29 | |



Tatah prathamam-evagre sara-$akty-rsti-vrstibhih |
vavarsur-uddhata-marsas-tam devim-amara-rayah || 30 | |

Sa ca tan prahitan banan-sula-sakti-parasvadhan |
ciccheda lilaya-'dhmata-dhanur-muktair-mahesubhih || 31 ||

Tasya-gratas-tatha kali $Gla-pata-vidaritan |
khatvanga-pothitam-scarin kurvati vyacarat-tada | | 32 | |

Kamandalu-jalaksepa-hata-viryan hataujasah |
brahmani cakaroc-chatriin yena yena sma dhavati || 33 | |

Mahesvari tri-Stlena tatha cakrena vaisnavr |
daityan-jaghana kaumari tatha saktya-tiko-pana || 34 ||

Aindri-kulisa-patena sataso daitya-danavah |
petur-vidaritah prthvyam rudhiraugha-pravarsinah || 35 | |

Tunda-prahara-vidhvasta damstragra-ksata-vaksasah |
varaha-mirtya nyapatam-scakrena ca vidaritah || 36 ||

Nakhair-vidaritam-scanyan bhaksayanti mahasuran |
narasimhi cacarajau nada-pirna-digambara || 37 | |

Canda-ttahasair-asurah siva-ditya-bhiddsitah |
petuh prthivyam patitams-tam-Scakhadatha sa tada || 38 | |

Iti matr-ganam kridddham mardayantam mahasuran |
drstva-bhyupayair-vividhair-nesur-devari-sainikah | | 39 | |

The Battle with Raktabija

Palayana-paran drstva daityan matr-ganarditan |
yoddhum-abhyayayau kruddho raktabijo mahasurah || 40 | |

Rakta-bindur-yada bhimau pataty-asya sariratah |
samutpatati medinyam tat-pramanas-tada-surah || 41 | |

Yuyudhe sa gada-panir-indra-Saktya mahasurah |
tatas-caindri sva-vajrena raktabijam-atadayat || 42 | |

Kulisena-hatasyasu bahu susrava Sonitam |
samuttas-thustato yodhas-tad-riipas-tat-parakramah || 43 | |

Yavantah patitas-tasya sarirad-rakta-bindavah |
tavantah purusa jatas-tad-virya-bala-vikramah || 44 | |

Te capi yuyudhus-tatra purusa rakta-sambhavah |



samam matrbhir-atyugra-sastra-pata-tibhisanam || 45 | |

Punas-ca vajra-patena ksatam-asya Siro yada |
vavaha raktam purusas-tato jatah sahasrasah || 46 | |

Vaisnavi samare cainam cakrena-bhijaghana ha |
gadaya tadayamasa aindri tam-asuresvaram || 47 | |

Vaisnavi-cakra-bhinnasya rudhira-srava-sambhavaih |
sahasraso jagad-vyaptam tat-pramanair-mahasuraih || 48 | |

Saktya jaghana kaumari varahi ca tathasina |
mahesvari tri-Stlena raktabijam mahasurah || 49 ||

Sa capi gadaya daityah sarva eva-hanat prthak |
matrh kopa-samavisto raktabijo mahasurah || 50 | |

Tasya-hatasya bahudha $akti-$ala-dibhir-bhavi |
papata yo vai raktaughas-tena-safi-Sataso-'surah || 51 | |

Tais-casura-srk-sambhitair-asuraih sakalam jagat |
vyaptam-asit-tato deva bhayam-ajagmur-uttamam || 52 | |

Tan visannan suran drstva candika praha satvara |
uvaca kalim camunde vistirnam vadanam kuru || 53 | |

Mac-chastra-pata-sambhitan rakta-bindin-mahasuran |
rakta-bindoh praticcha tvam vaktre-nanena vegina || 54 | |

Bhaksayanti cara rane tad-utpannan-mahasuran |
evamesa ksayam daityah ksina-rakto gamisyati || 55 | |

Bhaksyamanas-tvaya cogra na cottpatsyanti capare |
ity-uktva tam tato devi slena-bhijaghana tam || 56 | |

Mukhena kali jagrhe raktabijasya sonitam |
tato-'sav-ajagha-natha gadaya tatra candikam || 57 | |

Na casya vedanam cakre gada-pato-'lpikam-api |
tasya-hatasya dehattu bahu susrava Sonitam || 58 | |

Yatas-tatas-tad-vaktrena camunda sam-praticchati |
mukhe samudgata ye-'sya rakta-patan-mahasurah || 59 | |

Tam-$cakhadatha camunda papau tasya ca Sonitam |
devi $ulena vajrena banair-asibhir-rstibhih | | 60 | |

Jaghana raktabijam tam camunda-pita-Sonitam |



sa papata mahi-prsthe $astra-sangha-samahatah || 61 | |

Niraktas-ca mahipala raktabijo mahasurah |
tatas-te harsam-atulam-avapus-tridasa nrp || 62 ||

Tesam matr-gano jato nanartasrn-madoddhatah || Om || 63 ||

iti Sri-markandeya-purane savarnike manvantare devi-mahatmye raktabija-vadho nama-stamo-
‘dhyayah || 8 ||



